     WHEN JESUS SAID: “I AM”
6..  “Revitalize Your Life Through Faith”
SCRIPTURE:  John 8:12-20; 9:1-12
TEXT:  “I am the Light of the world, He who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the Light of Life.”  John8:12                      
THEME:  He who puts his faith in Jesus Christ as the Guide of his life will avoid the blinding ruts in life and will find wholeness.     
INTRODUCTION:

The other morning while calling on several families, I happened to turn on to a dirt road.   It wasn’t long and I suddenly found myself driving in some deep ruts in the road caused by the abundant rains.  Well, I continued to drive in the ruts until I reached my destination.   But then I made a discovery:  Ruts can be hard to get out of.  That reminded me of a story I read in the Readers Digest of an old Iowa farmer who had put up a sign on a badly rutted road near his farm.  It read: “Choose your rut well.  You’ll be in it for the next twenty five miles.”
That’s something to thing about, especially in life.  We too get into ruts.  We get into ruts in the way we think.  We get into ruts in our attitudes toward people.  We get into ruts in the things we do and the first thing we know, we really don’t know why we are doing them or where we are going.  A rut can be hard to get out of.

When you fall into the ruts of living, suddenly you no longer see the joys in living.  You tend to look at the dark, gloomy side.  You become very critical, judgmental, prejudice, fault-finding, and negative.  You live in a very dark world.  In fact, you have become blind to the beauties, the possibilities, the fulfillments, and the true purpose in life.
Jesus speaks to us in our blinding, rutted little worlds as He speaks the sixth great I AM, when He said “I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD; HE WHO FOLLOWS ME WILL NOT WALK IN THE DARKNESS, BUT WILL HAVE THE LIGHT OF LIFE.”  Here is quite a claim, quite a challenge.  It has the promise with it that if you put your faith in Jesus Christ and let Him guide you, He promises to keep you out of your blinding ruts and He will completely revitalize your life. 
In our study of the great “I AM’s” of Jesus, try to keep in mind the method of the Apostle John whose Gospel we have been studying.  John records seven wonderful miracles by Jesus, but uses them as a sign to point out the spiritual reality and the power of the person Jesus Christ.  The miracle can illuminate the real meaning of a statement Jesus makes.  In each ease—an I am of Jesus.

This morning we have the moving story of Jesus giving sight to a man who had been blind since birth.  First, we will study the miracle, then we will see the spiritual significance of this miracle and finally see how it speaks to us. 
I.  THE RUT OF BLINDNESS              
It is worthy to note that this incident of healing a blind man occurred almost immediately after Jesus was about to be stoned out His Father’s house—the temple—in which He proclaimed Himself to be the LIGHT OF THE WORLD.  In the last verse of chapter eight we read: “So they-the Pharisees-took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the temple.”  Immediately, as He stepped outside the temple, He saw this blind man sitting there on the porch.
What a pitiful sight!  Here was one who had never seen the vivid beauties of our colorful world.  His eye had never seen the smiling, sparkling faces of children.  He had never felt the wonder of looking at the soft, beautiful glow of a sunset.  There He sat day after day, hopelessly in a rut, with no change of getting out, begging for alms from passers by.  As he sensed the presence of Jesus and His disciples his weary eyelids twitched  and trembled over his unseeing eyes in anticipation of a gift of charity.
But the disciples felt no real concern at all.  Immediately they seized on this opportunity to talk theology with Jesus.  They put a question to Jesus that Jewish theologian had been wrestling with—the connection between sin and suffering.  The disciples worked under the assumption that wherever there was suffering, sin must be behind it.  So they asked Jesus a question: “this man,” they said, “was born blind.  Is his blindness due to his own sin, or to the sin of his parents?”

This sounds like a strange question, doesn’t it?  How can blindness possibly be due to the man’s own sin, if he had been BORN with blindness?  But it seems that the Jewish theologians were influenced by the Greek idea of REINCARNATION.  Perhaps this man sinned in his previous life and now had to pay for it.  On the other hand perhaps, his blindness was caused by the parents.  The Ten Commandments states that God visits the sins of the parent to the third and fourth generation.
But our Lord is not concerned with the question WHY.   Too often it is useless.  Suppose it were answered, would that change the situation?  Would that cause those sightless eyes to see?  Jesus completely avoids the issue of “why suffering.”  Rather, He is more concerned with a far more practical one.  It is the question of HOW.  How can this circumstance be used for good?  How can this affliction be made a blessing and a glory to God?  How can the suffering be relieved?   Let’s face it—WHY looks to the past; the dead, unchangeable past.  But HOW looks to the future; a future bursting with possibilities and opportunities.  As someone once said: “Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.”
Stepping down, Jesus begins to spit on the dusty ground.  (I must confess that doesn’t sound to sanitary does it?)  It was unusual, but Jesus takes the spit and the dust and swirling His finger round and round makes clay.  Then He anoints the eye of the blind man with the clay and commands him to go to the Pool of Siloam to wash it out. 

The Pool of Siloam was one of the land marks of Jerusalem.  Its water was used every year in the Feast of the Tabernacles which reminded the people of the incident of the early Israelites in which Moses struck the rock and God caused water to be sent to them to quench their thirst.  Later, the Apostle Paul tells us “that rock is Jesus.”  He too was sent by  God.  From Him, through the smiting of the cross, flows the real streams of life-giving grace and cleansing power from the blindness of sin.    “Go and be washed by the Sent One of God,” Jesus seems to be saying.  So the blind man trusts and obeys, and comes back seeing.

II.  THE RAY OF LIGHT                      
The Lord Jesus sees in this unfortunate blind man not only an opportunity to bring new life and wholeness to a man in need, but also to demonstrate the reality of this sixth great claim; “I AM the Light of the world.”

Jesus saw in this man a symbol of the moral and spiritual blindness of the world.  There  is blindness in our world.  We are like that blind man, not able to see the beauties, the possibilities, the meaning and realities of life.  Our world is blind because we cannot see the Creator of the world.  I’m just amazed at the people I talk to who can not see the reality of God, who live day after day for themselves with no thought of an Almighty God to whom man is responsible.
The blindness of our world exposes itself in the pleasure centered, materialistic doctrine of man.  We are being taught that you and I are merely intelligent animals.  Mankind is simply biological, chemical organisms with no soul or spirit.  Have we become blind to our own uniqueness?  Look at yourself—you have a conscience—a moral capacity for right and wrong; you have imagination, creativity, intuition, and instructive influences.  Now ask yourself—WHY?  “Why am I made this way?  What is the cause and the reason for my being, my uniqueness? I know why and I believe you do too.  To illustrate:  I have in my office many things.  There is a desk, a chair, a wall hanging, a typewriter and a radio.  But of all these things in my office, only the radio is able to pick messages up out of the air.  Why is the radio so gifted?  Because the radio was designed  to pick up messages from the air.  You and I were created to be spiritual beings, designed to pick up spiritual signals, to be in tune with God. But a spiritual blindness has effected us, we live in a rut, our self-centeredness and sin has blinded our eyes.
But Jesus Christ has come into the world as the very Light of God to light up our eyes so we can see ourselves in our uniqueness, in our potential, in our worth.  Jesus is the Light which gives men life.  Just as a little flower can never blossom when it never sees the sunlight, even so our lives can never flower with the grace and beauty they ought to have until we are saturated with the light of the presence of Christ.

When Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world—He not only exposes our blindness, but also is making a great claim about His identity.  In the eighth chapter when Jesus makes His claim to be the Light of the world, the scribes and Pharisees reacted with hostility.  In that claim Jesus took the qualities attributed only to God in the Old Testament and claimed them for Himself.  The word LIGHT was especially associated in Jewish thought and language with Jehovah God. “The Lord is my Light and my Salvation.” (Ps. 27:1).      “The Lord shall be my everlasting Light.”  (Is. 60:19) “By His light I walked through darkness.” (Job 29:3).  “When I sit in darkness the Lord shall be a Light to me.”         (Micah 7:8).  When Jesus made the claim that He was the Light of the world, He was making a claim that He had the same glory and power of Almighty God. 
A third thing must be noted in His claim to be the Light of the world.  He was telling the human race what He came to do.  There are two things that light does, and it seems that Jesus had both in mind.  First,  light enables man to see.  Have you ever come into a dark room and began to grope around in the dark looking for the light switch?  Suddenly, you brush up against something and your heart begins to pound.  At last you find the light switch and on goes the light.  All your fears and misconceptions fade away with the darkness, for now you can see.

Jesus has done that with God.  What kind of image do you have of God?  Is He like some grand old Santa Claus who spoils His grandchildren by giving them everything they want? Do you see God  as some soft-hearted old man too tender to administer discipline or punishment?  Perhaps you view God as the grim patrolman.  A certain girl had this impression of God.  When asked what God was like, who answered, “Someone who is always watching to see if I am doing anything wrong.”  But Jesus is the Light.  He lightens our darkened minds so we can see the true image of God.  Yes, in the Light of Christ, we see ourselves and our sinfulness, but we also see the love and forgiveness of God.  In Jesus we see a God who got down to our level, who put Himself in our shoes who loves us so much He was born in a stable and crucified on a cross.
Secondly, light also guides.  The lights on the harbors are there to guide ships.  Christ is the Light of the world, He will guide us though life’s situations.  If we follow Him we will not walk in darkness, we will not fall into the ruts of living.  How are we guided?   The answer is no secret. The light of Christ shines through the Bible.  If you take the time to read it quietly and prayerfully you will find God’s guidance.   And prayer is still the mysterious experience we tune our minds to the celestial wave length and ask God to guide us.  In addition there are thousands of people who will testify that in the quietness of worship, God entered into their consciousness.   But I would suggest that the real secret of  letting the Light of Christ guide you is by surrender.  Surrender your mind, your self-centered desires, and your life to Jesus Christ.  Surrender your mind to the Holy Spirit.  Are you sure you want the light of Jesus Christ to illuminate you?
III. REFLECTING THE LIGHT                    
A light is good to look at, it makes us feel safe and confident, but a light does not exist merely to be seen.  It exists to light up other things and to be reflected.  We do well, to remember that Jesus not only said: “I am the Light of the world.”  He also said: “You are the Light of the world.”                                                                 

Do you want to revitalize your life and keep out of the ruts?  Here’s how, let Jesus Christ heal the blind spots.  First, let His Light expose the sin and selfishness in your life.  Confess it, clear it up, get rid of it.  Be able to walk with a clear conscience before God and man.             
Then begin to let the Light of Christ shine through you.  The Light of Jesus is also the love of God in Christ and the penetration of that love into a dark world.  Begin to reflect the Light of Christ. Begin to see people and their problems as though they can be dealt with through the love and acceptance of God.  Too often we’re like the disciples.  We see people with problems and we sit in judgment or criticize or gossip, we talk about the whys, but refuse to see the hows…how to be a part of the solution.  Reflect the light of Christ.  You can do this by living each day consciously attempting to recognize the living presence of Christ in you.  I began to do this sometime ago and it changed my consideration of people.  Now I catch myself saying things like, “Look at this guy Lord, He needs you.  Help me to know how to love him for You.”  You start talking to God about people with whom you come into contact and subtly changes begin to take place in your reaction to people and to circumstances.
Christ can open your eyes so you can see yourself and other people differently.  When that happens, entire relationships change.  Keith Miller writes of one such experience:  “There was one man, whom I disliked intensely.  He was arrogant and a smart aleck; he needled people viciously, many of whom, like the secretaries, could only choke back the tears of embarrassment and anger.  This man was angry at the world.  But as I began to look at this man, being aware that Christ and I were looking at him together, I began to see—in the same person—a man who was deeply hurt, threatened by life and very lonely.  This is what this man really was inside.  It dawned on me that for a man like that, Christ’s love could have meaning.  When I responded naturally to what I now saw and the hurt began to come out.  Suddenly I began to feel at ease with him and I felt the wall begin to break down.”
Let the light of Christ’s presence light up your life.  Let Him begin to guide your thought, your attitudes, your actions, your relationships.  Let Him touch the scales of your eyes so you can begin to see yourself—your prejudice, your guilts, your selfishness, your secret sins.  Now confess them.  Expose yourself to Christ and accept His love, feel the warmth of His light, accept yourself, feel secure in His acceptance.

Now look up.  See all of the illumination Christ gives you.  Begin to see the opportunities, the joys, the possibilities in living, begin to see people from the vantage point of Christ, Your new perspective will revitalize your life.

Oh, some people will argue with you, like the Pharisees did with the former blind man, they may abuse you, insult you, or even threaten force.  But the joy will be yours, when you too can say, “Once I was blind, but now I can see.”  

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD IS JESUS!!! 

AMEN!!!!
